
Dear SMC Community: 

As you know, the coronavirus outbreak is a rapidly-changing event. The safety of 
our students, faculty and staff is our top priority, and we are working to consider all 
factors in a balanced and measured approach to this crisis. We appreciate your 
patience as we communicate these difficult decisions.  

As of this writing, there are still no confirmed nor suspected cases of COVID-19 on 
either campus of SMC or the immediate surrounding area. Several members of the 
SMC administration and Board of Trustees participated in a conference call this 
afternoon with Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer, during which she provided 
guidelines for colleges and universities to consider in the context of their local 
situations. In fact, SMC has already been following many of these guidelines. 

  

New Information 

To further align with State guidance, SMC will be taking the following steps, 
effective immediately: 

● All non-essential business travel by SMC employees will be suspended through 

the end of Spring semester. Waivers will be available, and each situation will be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis by each dean or department manager. 

● Employees and students should consult CDC guidelines and make informed 

choices regarding personal travel (for example, during Spring Break week). 

Employees who display symptoms common to COVID-19 upon their return may 

be asked to stay off campus and/or work from home for up to 14 days. 

●  On-campus gatherings with expected attendance of 100 people or more will be 

cancelled through the end of Spring semester. This includes the Outstanding 

Graduate Reception scheduled for April 15. 

●  A decision on performances of the musical “Grease” (March 26-29) will be made 

in the next few days. 

● A decision on Commencement ceremonies (May 2) will be made in the next few 

weeks. 

  

At this point, all other College activities will be conducted as usual. Classes 
will meet as scheduled in the typical location and modality, and both 
campuses remain open and operational with regular hours. 

  

Reminders 

We ask that students or employees who have recently traveled to the countries 
designated with a Level 3 Travel Health Notice (currently China, Iran, Italy and 
South Korea, see updates at 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html) or have had close 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html


contact with anyone who has recently traveled to those countries or who has a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 to please notify SMC administration. 

·         Employees should notify Human Resources at x1365. 

·         On-campus residents should notify Jeff Hooks at jhooks@swmich.edu or x2159 

·         All other students should notify Katie Hannah at khannah@swmich.edu or 

x2185. 

  

As always, if you are feeling sick and unable to participate normal activities, please 
stay home to rest and avoid infecting others. The generally-accepted guideline is to 
remain home until fever-free for at least 24 hours. All students will be expected to 
monitor their online course sites on Moodle and adhere to any deadlines set by 
their instructors. 

  

In the meantime, you can reduce your risk of illness by washing your hands often 
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
frequently, covering a cough or sneeze with your arm, avoiding touching your eyes, 
nose, or mouth with unwashed hands, minimizing air travel and not sharing food or 
drink items with others. Remember that wall-mounted hand sanitizer stations are 
present in all academic buildings on campus. Our custodial staff will continue to 
disinfect common areas on a regular basis, and disinfecting wipes will be distributed 
to each residence hall suite.  

  

We will continue to take guidance from the Center for Disease Control (CDC), 
Michigan Department of Health and Human Services and the Van Buren Cass 
Health Department as to other actions they recommend regarding the coronavirus, 
flu or other illnesses, and we will advise the SMC community immediately should 
we need to further change our procedures. 

  

For more information on COVID-19 symptoms and prevention, please visit 
cdc.gov/coronavirus. 

  

Thanks for your help in keeping our community healthy.  

 

http://cdc.gov/coronavirus

